or infection. If one looked at the back of the neck, a site of predilection for lichenification, in old people it was wonderful how wrinkled and rugose it became. This was probably the result of friction and constant movement. Again, the leg below the knee was peculiarly prone to early senility, and here again lichenification was frequent. It occurred also in the fork, but in this case it was probably more often the result of infection and the irritation of decomposing secretions. As regards treatment, he thought there was probably nothing so good as X-rays. Of radium he had practically no experience, as he did not possess a sufficient amount to treat large areas. He would point out, however, that the advantage lay with X-ray treatment on account of its superior rapidity, it being applicable to large areas at the time, and above all owing to the accurate way in which they could measure the dosage and therefore take up a very small amount of the patient's time.
Dr. STAINER said that when he diagnosed Hebra's prurigo he preferred, when teaching students, to see a generalized eruption, consisting of discrete, shotty papules, with plenty of blood-crusts and glandular enlargement. He had been in the habit of taking notes of the prurigo cases which he saw, and he could give notes of eight consecutive cases. Their ages were: a girl aged 4, a boy aged 6, two boys aged 9, two boys aged 11, a man aged 26. In connexion with the last of these he had the note: " Started at about 14 years of age; no seasonal changei.e., no difference at any time of the year. Never well'; bad itching at night; glands normal." These normal glands at once sounded contradictory, and showed the difficulty of diagnosis. He agreed with Dr. Leslie Roberts that these cases were invariably the subjects of malnutrition, and were miserable specimens of humanity. The children seemed to get over the condition, as he had not seen it often in adult life. With regard to lichenification, he would like to refer to the cases with single marginated patches. He took some observations on that condition, and he had a series of charts, about twenty in number, recording the distribution on the body, and the answers to the questions put to the patients. In three-fourths of the cases the patch was either on the back of the neck or on the inside of the thigh. Where he got a definite answer to his question, it was always that the itching started first, and the rubbing produced the eruption.
